
   TECHNICAL BULLETIN
BBTB Date: 08 June 2022

BBTB Number: BBTB-082

BBTB Title: Weekly Test Message BS5839-8 Require-
ments

System Description: VIGIL VA Systems  

Product(s) Affected: n/a

Reference: ECR4738

Priority: 3

1 - Essential:  Action is Recommended 

2 - Important:  Product Form / Fit / Function has been changed (may affect compatibility)

3 - General:  For information / reference

4 - Obsolescence: Notification of Component or Product Obsolescence

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBLEM

Baldwin Boxall would like to remind our customers and the end users of our systems of 
their obligations to perform a correct “Weekly Test” of the PA/VA and Fire system 
installed in their premises and what this test should entail.

SUGGESTED ACTION

BS5839-8:2013 states the following process should be performed: 

Figure 1 — BS5839-8:2013 Clause 40.1a


Please see NOTE 1 above which states that it is not sufficient to trigger emergency messages 
from the PA/VA system (VACIE) and that they must be triggered via the Fire system (i.e. 
from a different call point each week). This is to ensure that the interface between the PA/
VA and Fire system is operating as it should.
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Selecting a message manually from a Voice Alarm control microphone (VACIE) does not 
test this interface and so does not confirm that if the Fire System is triggered the Voice 
Alarm System will evacuate the building in accordance with the evacuation strategy.

NOTE 2 above states that a “pre-test” message and “test complete” should be broadcast, it 
is acceptable for these to be selected from a Voice Alarm Control Microphone.

The correct sequence should be:

• Select & broadcast the “Pre-Test” Message from Voice Alarm Control Microphone

• Trigger a manual call point on the Fire System (this should be a difference location 
each week)

• Ensure the correct message is broadcast in the correct area and is intelligible

• Reset the Fire System

• Select & broadcast the “Test Complete” message from Voice Alarm Control 
Microphone

Note the above sequence is not necessarily complete as additional site specific Isolations or 
notifications may be required prior to the test for other Fire Systems (e.g. Smoke 
Extraction, Access Control, Emergency Services notification etc.).

There may be other site specific limitations that determine when this functional test of the 
fire interface can be performed, and as this not a “silent” test it is likely this will be 
performed out of hours. 

Please see BS5839-8:2013 for more detail.
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Customer Services Contact Details

For further assistance with any aspect of this Technical Bulletin please contact:

Baldwin Boxall Communications Ltd

Robbie Trent (Service Manager)
Email: robbie@baldwinboxall.co.uk

Ashley Wright (Customer Support Engineer)
Email: ashley@baldwinboxall.co.uk

Steve Bladon (Operations Manager)
Email: steveb@baldwinboxall.co.uk

Telephone: +44 (0) 1892 664422
Facsimile: +44 (0) 1892 663146
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